Georgia on My Mind Newsletter for June 2019

- IEEE Symposium Comes to Atlanta

- AuxComm gets under way

- Getting Formal with ICS-213 Forms

- Section Traffic Manager Report

- Section Emergency Coordinator's Report

===> NFARL Supports the Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers

Symposium

The North Fulton Amateur Radio League (NFARL) has agreed to support the

Amateur Radio booth at the IEEE symposium being held in Atlanta July 7

thru 12.  The symposium will host over 1500 people from 23 different

countries getting together to present papers, learn, and discuss the

subject of Antennas and Propagation.  There will be many “hams”

among the attendees, and activities include a special breakfast and two

license testing sessions (that are already sold out!).  The ARRL is

supplying us with over $600.00 worth of prizes to be given out as well

as informational pamphlets describing ham radio to folks that may not

already be hams.  I personally am excited about our opportunity, and am

looking forward to interacting with the attendees regarding how they got

into ham radio, how ham radio benefits their careers, what aspects of

ham radio do they enjoy the most, etc. etc. For a true “Tour de

Force” of the Symposium, please follow the link to the official web

page https://2019apsursi.org/Default.asp and look around in the

“Programs” section.  My mind was quickly blown away by some of the

paper titles - I might just be out of date!

Please do contact me if you are able to help participate in our booth at

the symposium.  We will get in free as an exhibitor and will have our

parking paid for as well at the downtown Hilton.  Ian Kahn, NV4C’s

volunteer examiner team headed up by John, W4TXA will be administering

the exams.  Contact John at john-w4txa@comcast.net if you wish to help

with the exams. Contact me at weslamb@aol.com or give me a call at 770

642 2087 for more information or to sign up for Booth 73 at the

symposium!

73!

Wes Lamboley – W3WL

===> GEMA/HS Announces a New Formal Volunteer Communications Position

NOTE:  This following is a text copy of the the formal announcement by

GEMA and the Georgia Governor's Office.  A formal copy of the PDF

Document can be seen here:

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_PccUTVpqGCkBErXRsycBvQqQR12bZ4b

Please join us in the inaugural brief of AUXCOMM / AUXC program on July

13th 2019 at Georgia Public Training Center. Please use the registration

link below to attend this meeting.

AUXC- Auxiliary Communication Meeting (AUXC-M) July 13, 2019 9:00 am to

3:00 pm Forsyth, GA 31029 Room 111, GPSTC, 1000 Indian Springs Dr.,

Forsyth, GA 31029 To register directly for this offering, please click

on the hyperlink below.

http://training.gema.ga.gov/TRS/broadcastInvite.do?biCofId=33394

(NOTE - You may receive a notice that you are placed on a waiting list

for this meeting.  All who register and attend this meeting will be

accomodated.  This does not apply for the actual AuxComm training class

held in September.  There is a separate registration for the AuxComm

training class - see further down.)

Georgia Emergency Management Agency and Homeland Security (GEMA/HS)

announces the newly recognized ESF-2 (Emergency Support Function -2)

position of Auxiliary Communications Service (AuxComm or AUXC).  In

basic terms, this is a formal auxiliary communications working position

for communications volunteers.  This working position engages in a broad

range of communications technologies and has training and skills

requirements.

AUXCOMM defined: Auxiliary Communications (AUXCOMM/AUXC) is an

all-inclusive term used to describe the many organizations and personnel

that provide various types of communications support to emergency

management, public safety, and other government agencies.  This

includes, but is not limited to amateur radio, military radio, citizens

band radio (CB), etc. AUXCOMM covers a broad range of systems that could

potentially be used during an incident to include: High Frequency (HF),

Very High Frequency (VHF), Ultra High Frequency (UHF), satellite

communications (SATCOM), microwave, Wi-Fi, digital, video, photos, Voice

over Internet Protocol (VoIP), and other modes. Trained Auxiliary

Communicators are a valuable  Communications resource tool that can be

used by local, county, regional, tribal or state

agencies/organizations.

As of May 15th 2019, Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency

(CISA), an agency of Homeland Security (HS) approved the nationally

recognized DHS All Hazards Position Task Book for the position of

AUXCOMM/AUXC.  The Position Task Book (PTB) documents the performance

criteria a trainee must meet to be certified for a position within the

National Qualification System (NQS).  The Position Task Book (PTB) is a

tool that demonstrates the accountability of the AUXC’s skill set.

Go here for a copy of the Position Task Book:  

   https://drive.google.com/open?id=1YQPGolXuN_u_iAtpVkb3DdOmJgBkpkGc

With the creation of GEMA’s AUXCOMM unit, vetting and credentialing

comes with the State now making it a requirement for a AUXCOMM volunteer

to be AUXC certified before they can be deployed inside of the State

Operations Center (SOC) as well as being deployed to serve under the

umbrella of a GEMA AUXC unit in other parts of the State.  Certification

comes with the completion of ICS courses 100c, 200c, 700b and 800c,

which are prerequisites to the AUXC course and to complete the AUXC

Position Task Book over a  three- year period.  

ARRL’s Amateur Radio Emergency Services (ARES) groups across the State

of GA have long been a strong asset, serving communication needs on many

deployments to their local communities during natural disasters.  They

base their training programs on the Incident Command System (ICS) just

as their local EMA’s  by taking ICS-100c, ICS-200c, ICS-700b and

ICS-800c among other courses to further their knowledge of working with

served agencies.  Over the air HF and VHF digital modes, like Winlink

and FLDigi which support National Incident Management System (NIMS) ICS

forms, are key platforms used in moving data.  GEMA is  looking to this

trained resource for those who would like to further their training and

to serve you’re State and your community.

Here is the link to take the AUXCOMM Course that is being offered at

Georgia Emergency Management Agency and Homeland Security Headquarters

AUXC-Auxiliary Communications (M334-24) September 6, 2019 6:00 pm to

8:30 pm, September 7, 2019 7:00 am to 7:00 pm, September 8, 2019 7:00 am

to 7:00 pm Atlanta, GA 30316 Room State Operations Center, 935 United

Ave. SE, Atlanta, GA 30316 To register directly for this offering,

please click on the hyperlink below. 

http://training.gema.ga.gov/TRS/broadcastInvite.do?biCofId=33356

For further questions about either the AUXC-Meeting at GPSTC on July 13,

2019 or the AUXC Course (334-24) at GEMA/HS Headquarters on September 6,

2019 - September 8, 2019 please contact: Edwin Whitworth Deputy SWIC

COML & COMT Georgia Emergency Management Agency/Homeland Security PO Box

18055 Atlanta, Georgia 30316-0055 Email edwin.whitworth@gema.ga.gov

Website www.gema.ga.gov

===> Information for Formal Use of ICS-213 Forms

Larry Whited, AB4NX, writes about the proper and formal use of ICS-213

forms.  As a matter of practice we have been historically sending

ICS-213 forms for check-in and simple messages so that we become

familiar with how to load them in Winlink and then fill them out. 

However, in a formal EmComm environment there is a proper precedure for

filling out and validating an ICS-213.  See Larry's write-up here:

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NHvV_CqRNsfwCQTj5BquV7zNvQL_OBSp

===> Section Traffic Manager Report

GEORGIA SECTION

MAY, 2019

STATION ACTIVITY REPORT

K4GK   110    K4BAI  9

PUBLIC SERVICE HONOR ROLL

K4GK  114

SECTION NETS

Ga ARES HF Net

  QNI 380 QTC 4 Sessions 4  3975 KHz 2200 UTC Sunday  

  K4GK Net Manager

Ga ARES Digital

  QNI 162 QTC 0 Sessions 4  3583 KHz 2100 UTC Sunday  

  K4GO Net Manager

Ga SSB Net

  QNI 1792 QTC 12 Sessions 31 3975  KHz 7 PM Daily   

  KN4QJ Net Manager

Ga  Traffic and Emergency Net

  QNI 1170 QTC 5  3983 KHz 7:15 PM Daily  

  KI4NGD Net Manager

Ga Cracker Net

  QNI 540 QTC 6 Sessions 31  7 AM M-Sa & 8 AM Sunday 

  AF4XZ Net Manager

Ga CW Training Net

  QNI 164 QTC 2 Sessions 31  9 PM Daily   

  WE4GA Net Manager

Ga State Net (GSN)

  QNI 267 QTC 12 Sessions 62  7 PM and 10 PM Daily  

  K4GK Net Manager

Charles Pennington K4GK

Section Traffic Manager

Georgia Section

===> Monthly Section Emergency Coordinator Report to ARRL Headquarters

ARRL Section:  GA      Month:   MAY Year: 2019

 1. ARRL Section: Georgia Form 004

 2. Month : May

 3. Year : 2019

 4. Total number of ARES members ..........: 772

 5. Number of DECs/ECs reporting this month: 48

 6. Number of ARES nets active ............: 372 (1184)

 7. Number of nets with NTS Liaison .......: 13

 8. Calls of DECs/ECs reporting: Please see the list below

 9. Number of exercies & training sessions this month: 475 (1519)

10. Person hours: 2671 (1253)

11. Number of public service events this month: 25

12. Person hours: 438

13. Number of emergency operations this month: 5

14. Person hours: 61

15. Number of Skywarn or Severe weather events: 1

16. Person hours: 5

17. Comments: Please see the list below.

"Please see attached list Attempt to reconcile Form 004 and

ARES-CONNECT

Numbers in parentheses are ARES-CONNECT Totals for Georgia.

#6 Total events #9 Total Event Groups #10 Total hours "Event

Participation by Group"

AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE

Total number of ARES members: 772 , since last month= -92 reported (+,

-, or same)

# of DECs/ECs reporting this month: (see form 004) , # of ARES nets

active: (see form 004), # with NTS liaison: 12

Calls of DECs/ECs reporting: see below

Number of drills, tests and training sessions this month: (see form 004)

Person hours: (see form 004)

Number of public service events this month: (see form 004) Person hours:

(see form 004)

Number of emergency operations this month: (see form 004) Person hours:

(see form 004)

Total number of ARES operations this month: (see form 004 Person hours:

(see form 004)

Comments: see below

Signature: Thomas Fuller Call sign: KE4QCM

Please send to ARRL HQ, 225 Main St., Newington, CT 06111 by 10th of the

month FSD-96 (1-04)

* 772 members reported, 864 from last report, with reported by EC's

ASECs/DECs/ECs reporting

ASEC/DECs:

DEC Air Force/MARS/WB4BDP, DEC Central/KI4BEO, DEC GEMA/K5AES, DEC

Handiham/N0FBV, DEC National Weather Service/Charleston/KB1WEI, DEC

National Weather Service/Jacksonville/W4WDT, ADEC National Weather

Service/Peachtree City/KG4PZI, ASEC Operations/KT4LS, DEC South

Central/KG4YUS

ECs:

Central:

Crawford/KM5BOR, Dooly/KK4REG, Greene/KM4LFT, Houston/WB4EEL,

Jasper/KM4JEX, Lamar/N5FBI, Laurens/K4DBN, Macon/KI4BEO, Peach/KK4WTO,

Pulaski/N4TUA, Upson/KT4YP, Wilkinson/WB4FNG

East Central:

Burke/K4BR

Metro Atlanta:

Butts/K3GWK, Clayton/AJ4GT, Cobb/KT4ED, Coweta/N9GQA, Dekalb/N4RAR,

Fayette/KN4YZ, Newton/WA4UJC, North Fulton/KK4PCR, Paulding/K4DMF,

Rockdale/WN4JC

Northeast:

Hall/AF4GT, Walton/KJ4NMO

Northwest:

Bartow/KC4DGX, Floyd/WW4DW, Gilmer/KK4NTC, Pickens/K4SJR, Polk/WB4LCW

South Central:

Appling/W4WDT, Atkinson/KM4EYX, Coffee/KM4EYX, Cook/KN4SNH,

Lanier/KG4YUS, Telfair/N4BWW, Tift/KE4RJI

Southeast:

Chatham/K4SDJ

Southwest:

Grady/KJ4ZNK

Comments:

ASEC/DECs:

DEC Air Force/MARS/WB4BDP, We have vacancies for new members. If you are

interested in AF MARS, contact, AFS4GA@afmarsR4.org. We can also forward

requests for Army MARS to them. Submitted by WB4EEL AF MARS State

Director

DEC Central/KI4BEO, KI4BEO attended the LEPC Meeting. KI4BEO and KJ4MYT

participated in the GEMA Area 4 Communications Exercise "DOMINO DOWN".

DEC GEMA/K5AES, 1. Participated in ARES Special Ops Webinar 2.

Participated in GEMHSA EX DOMINO DOWN AT GEMHSA SOC

DEC Handiham/N0FBV, Have a great Day. N0FBV

DEC National Weather Service/Charleston/KB1WEI, Participated in 4

Regular ARES Nets and 4 GA Health Nets. Ran one weather Net during the

month. Participated in Region J Hospital SL Calldown Test.

ASEC Operations/KT4LS, The monthly Special Operations call included 11

attendees. Topics of discussion included Domino Down exercise in West

Central GA, ARES Connect activity report, ARRL ARES new training

requirements, public service events, antenna testing, call sign trustee

reassignment, Marine Corps Logistics Base drill, Gwinnett ARES

deployment day, Metro VHF net, Aux Comm meeting, meeting with Emory

Hospital official, State Guard Assn of US COMMEX in August, and upcoming

MARS exercise.

DEC South Central, South Central District Report Sent Cost Proposal

prepared by ADEC km4eyx for equipment to Cook County EC Sam Haag to

forward to Cook County EMA Director. South Central GA ARES will provide

at loan a vhf repeater. Cook County EM to provide tower site, coax,

duplexer, Etc...

ECs:

Central:

Crawford/KM5BOR, Thanks goes out to Sonny Gilbert. We helped at the

Georgia Jugfest run in Roberta Georgia and Knoxville on May 18th. And

with domino down exercise on the 23rd. Thanks for help at the run from

Bill Lively from ARES.

Greene/KM4LFT, Noteworthy events for May: The PARC booth was on hand for

the 60th anniversary celebration of the Baldwin County Airport. A chance

to showcase the newer technologies in ham radio, explain ARES role in a

disaster, and recruit new members. "Beam your voice into space" was a

big draw for kids and the not-so-young. Baldwin County Airport

administrators expressed a desire to partner with PARC for emergency

communications setup of their own.

Houston/WB4EEL, The monthly Tri-County meeting was held May 21 with 3

members in attendance, from Houston County. The meeting was on Tuesday

because of the Domino Down GEMA Area 4 exercise. The Domino Down

exercise was the major activity for the month. It provided an

opportunity to work with the EMA Director and the Hospital Emergency

Services Director. Several equipment issues and desired improvements

were identified. Because of the nature of the exercise only three

members were able to participate at the two hospitals and EOC. The time

for all of the various nets was to be entered by the net event owners.

Lamar/N5FBI, Investigating digital for EOC, also interference problem

with HF at EOC

Laurens/K4DBN, All Quiet here..Very HOT here in Laurens County...

Macon/KI4BEO, KI4BEO attended the LEPC Meeting. KI4BEO and KJ4MYT

participated in the GEMA Area 4 Communications Exercise "DOMINO DOWN".

Peach/KK4WTO, Thanks to the Peach Co. ARES members who operated the

Peach Co Hospital radios during the monthly Hospital net.WA4RG Rick

Gunderman, AEC Peach Co. Central Dist .N0HPU Mike Bruno AEC Peach Co.

and KK4WTO Floyd Malone EC Peach.

Upson/KT4YP, VE at Testing Session at Spaulding County Hospital, Domino

Down Exercise May 23.

Wilkinson/WB4FNG, There is more to ARES than checking into a net on a

regular basis. Are You ready? Have you made provisions for emergency

power?

East Central:

Burke/K4BR, Waiting for our new hospital radio club's callsign to come

in. Good group at the hospital on "first Sunday" - 6 operators this time

including new comer Don Bush, KN4UMP.

Metro Atlanta:

Butts/K3GWK, Monthly Training featured a presentation on the Henry

County Library System's on-line services by Michelle Burnham, KM4PKD. 15

team members provided course safety communications for the Jackson

Football Alumni 5K Race: W4DED, K3GWK, AK4EM, KM4HOS, KA8LAD, NI2Y,

KJ4PLJ, KK4QJR (NCS), KW4AQ, K4NEP, KK4SUO, N4TZY, KM4PKD and W8XC. Our

VE team held a testing session, one candidate for the Technician test:

VEs: W8XC, W4DED, K3GWK, K4NEP, N4TZY, KM4HOS and KA8LAD. 9 ARES members

from Butts and Jasper counties took part in the 2019 Domino Down

Exercise, staffing home stations, the county's Health Department ham

station, K4SGH at Sylvan Grove Hospital and the county's 911 Center ham

station. Thanks to: AK4EM, NI2Y, W4DED, K3GWK, K4NEP, KW4AQ, N4TZY,

KA3ZPM and KM4HOS. 8 FM nets were held during May (4 FM Voice and 4 FM

NBEMS). 4 WL2K tests were held also. May Ham Hours: Nets 58; Training

43; Public Service 57; EMCOMM Support 35; Total, including nets: 193

(Value $4,854) Membership: Active 10, Deployable 13, Pending 5 (Total

28)

Cobb/KT4ED, Cobb ARES deployed to support "Fishing For Freedom." We are

in the planning stage for annual 4th July parade support.

Coweta/N9GQA, (1) Coweta County ARES Simplex Net.

Dekalb/N4RAR, 05/04/2019-Velocity Ride Event.

Fayette/KN4YZ, Our big event this month was the Peachtree International

Triathlon. We had 10 Hams support several hundred triathletes. WD4GTY

supported the UGA G-Day activities. N4FLT attended the DPH training.

AI4RT supported the SweetH20 event and also attended the Dayton Hamfest.

Our SM, AG4ZR, worked on planning for and participation in Domino Down.

W8BYH, Brian, continues his MARS work and masterful work on our website.

He also conducted a training session on the repeater database and all

the GIS layers possible. KN4YZ, Lynn puts in a couple of days each month

in our 911 center. WD4GTY and KV4UD worked on the Balloon Festival

coming up in June. We continue our monthly on-line meetings and Tuesday

night training nets. We had the usual section level meetings for AG4ZR

and KN4YZ and the usual nets.

Newton/WA4UJC, We continue to assist the Newton/Covington 911 Center by

deploying several operators each week to weather siren locations and

reporting to the NCS the condition of their operation. This information

is forwarded to the 911 center. We have been doing this for over 7 years

and as a result the system has become more reliable. We have moved to a

new location for our monthly meetings. We are now at the Covington

Municipal Airport. We will be doing work with the digital modes this

year.

North Fulton/KK4PCR, Work on our normal digital training this month

focusing on FLDIGI & FLMSG 213. & extra emphasis on sending and

receiving packet radio messages both VHF & HF winlink as well as

telnet.

Paulding/K4DMF, A quiet month for WX events, but progress continues with

installing and configuring the new equipment located at the EOC. We are

currently working on submission of an application to the IRS for 501 (c)

(3) status after completing our By Laws and registration with the

Secretary of State for our Corporation. A general member meeting is

scheduled for June 2 with a goal to involve more ARES members and get

them ready for actual deployment on exercises to help deepen our bench

and give the veterans a little rest. We continue to emphasize use of the

digital modes and are trying to raise awareness and interest for more

members acquiring the equipment for communication with the modes of the

future. Our training features one-on-one mentoring to get our members

(and leadership) up to speed and proficient in theses modes. We are

looking forward to Field day later this month.

Rockdale/WN4JC, This month was quiet .Nets went well and good amount of

check ins from other counties. WN4JC is close to finishing up Emergency

Power Project but this kind of project is never really complete. In

other related events WN4JC reported to GEMA/Dept of Homeland Security on

5/30/2019 for all day training as ADEC ESF 2 for hurricane simulation

exercise .All for now. WN4JC EC Rockdale County ARES

Northeast:

Hall/AF4GT, Hall County ARES members participated in the Georgia

Mountains Healthcare Coalition (GMHC, GHA Region B) full-scale exercise

(FSE) conducted on May 3, 2019. Members also attended the quarterly GMHC

meeting held on May 22. Operators checked into the monthly Georgia

Hospital Association amateur radio D-STAR, HF, and WinLink nets in April

and May. The Hall County ARES Weekly Training Net will meet on the

alternate repeater, W4TL, 145.31 MHz, (-) tone 123, until further notice

pending replacement of the Gainesville repeater, W4ABP, 146.67, (-) tone

131.8. Lanierland Amateur Radio Club, owner of the W4ABP repeater, is

accepting donations to pay for a replacement repeater through its Pay

Pal account on the Club website at lanierlandarc.org or by check mailed

to Lanierland Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 2182, Gainesville GA 30503.

Walton/KJ4NMO, Our quarterly ARES meeting consisted of a presentation by

Stan Edwards, WA4DYD, about propagation, skip and rf. Other discussions

at the meeting concerned upcoming field day exercises and future

presentations.

Northwest:

Gilmer/KK4NTC, Dayton Hamfest, AUXCOMM

Pickens/K4SJR, We had 4 nets in Pickens ARES, 4 in North West GA ARES.

Antenna testing and setup, DD exercise & Herocain Drill.

Polk/WB4LCW, Skywarn Weather Net. Severe thunderstorm warning.

South Central:

Atkinson/KM4EYX, Activity report: ADEC South Central No new activity

this month

Coffee/KM4EYX, Activity report: ADEC South Central No new activity this

month

Cook/KN4SNH, NET Participation No Weather Events for May Misc Activity

was monitoring the Georgia Public Health Net on DSTAR Thursday mornings

on 30B

Lanier/KG4YUS, Lanier County Report 6 total digital net check-ins April

20 fm simplex net check-ins for month of April 20 Repeater net check-ins

month of April

Telfair/N4BWW, The hours are strictly from calling into Peachtree

Intertie on 2M. Also hours calling into South Central District Weekly

Net on Echolink. The 17 hours comes from calling into various nets. Four

hours is for Net Control Roll Call on Linc Interop70 and Ga

Interoperability Network.

Tift/KE4RJI, Had normal net check ins, Update digital software on all

computers for ARES. Repeater installed in Tifton for local use.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

ARRL Georgia Section

Section Manager: David B Benoist, AG4ZR

ag4zr@arrl.org

--------------------------------------------------------------------

To unsubscribe from messages, go to:

http://p1k.arrl.org/oo/16c0de43bc6146db0213c36cad2e0627

